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and that the life or death of the one actually
depended on the life or death of the other, gives
their tale its never-failing interest.
If we stop to think of the very different ends
to their stories, we can perhaps see why one came
to a terrible death on the scaffold, while the other
ended her days peacefully after years of glory and
fame. They, each at the critical period of their
lives, had a choice of two ways, and they chose
differently, thereby showing the fundamental
difference in their natures.
Elizabeth was fascinated by Dudley, but she did
not marry him. She never had a husband, nor a
family; she led a lonely life, and it was her own
deliberate choice. If she wanted anything beyond
it, she denied herself. She did not marry the man
whom Amy Robsart's strange death set free.
Mary, on the other hand, chose a brief period
of passionate happiness. She married the man
she loved when he, too, by almost unbelievable
coincidence, was popularly supposed to have
cleared the way by murder. By that decision she
ruined herself. Elizabeth envied Mary her baby
son, but even the childless Elizabeth in the end
was no worse off than Mary, who after a short
interval of stormy love was separated from her
husband and her child and lived out the rest of
her life a prisoner. Mary's lack of self-control
certainly led to her ruin; Elizabeth's different
disposition brought her glory.
But although their personal rivalry was in this